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SUPPORT ONE OF OUR PROGRAMS,  BECAUSE YOU CARE

Sierra Vista Child & Family Services 
has been helping abused, neglected and 
emotionally disturbed children and families 
in crisis in California’s Central Valley since 
1972.  We currently are serving more than 
18,000 children and families each year with 
trained and dedicated employees, and offer 
a full continuum of services.
Some of our programs:
• Parenting Classes
• Children’s Counseling
• 5 Family Resource Centers
• ADHD Diagnosis and Treatment
• Community Counseling
• 2 Non- Public Schools K-8
• Adult Treatment Services
• Public School-Based Services
• Home-Based Services
• 2 Short Term Residential Treatment Homes
• Foster Care & Adoption
• Public School-Based Services
• Public School-Based Mentoring

The size of the agency and number of 
individuals served is impressive but what 
is more impressive is the quality and 
success of the programs we provide and 
the diversity in our services that allow us to 
work with children in virtually every aspect 
of their lives. Our strong partnerships with 
the County Departments of Behavioral 
Health, Community Services Agency, 
Probation, the Department of Education 
and our Community-Based Organization 
Partners, allow us to reach out to the 
community and open doors for children 
and families and transform lives.  We do 
this BECAUSE WE CARE!

Just Imagine...  a young child living with 
her drug-addicted parents, suffering 
physical and sexual abuse daily….imagine 
a social worker removing her from that 
abusive environment and bringing her to 
our foster care program.  Imagine that 
little girl now living with her new adoptive 
parents and feeling safe and loved for the 
first time.  That’s a success!

Just Imagine...  an 11-year old boy not able 
to participate in a public school because 
of his disruptive and violent behavior.  
Imagine that young boy coming to one of 
our non-public schools and learning to talk 
about what is troubling him.  Imagine him 
receiving mental health services while his 
family is working with the clinician to learn 
how to support him and effect change in 
his behavior.  Now imagine that boy back in 
the public-school system, graduating from 
high school, an FFA officer with plans to 
go on to college.  That’s a success!

Just Imagine...  a young mother of three 
struggling to keep her children as she 
tries but can’t get off of drugs.  Imagine 
that young mom receiving counseling and 
classes on how to change her pattern of 
life and how to nurture and appreciate her 
children.  Imagine her graduating from our 
First Step Program, going back to school 
and starting a new life with her children.  
That’s a success!

You share our belief that if you can heal 
and strengthen the life of one individual 
you can change the life of a family, a 
neighborhood and a community.  We do 
this BECAUSE WE CARE.

With appreciation,

Judy Kindle
Chief Executive Officer
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ACCOUNTEMPS ANNUAL SUIT DRIVE

Accountemps recently reached out to 
Sierra Vista to support adults we serve 
who are in need of new clothes for their 

job interviews and careers through their 
Annual Suit Drive.

All of the dresses, suits, sport coats, pants, 
shirts, ties handbags and accessories 
collected are given to clients that are 
receiving job training and seeking 
employment.

We are sincerely grateful to everyone 
who donated items to their suit drive. 
As a result of your generosity, many 

unemployed men and women making 
positive life–changes will have the 
clothing and confidence they need to 
prepare for job interviews and step into a 
professional workplace.

With the support of Accountemps and 
our community, Sierra Vista continues to 
provide additional support to our clients 
that our state and local funding cannot 
provide. We thank every person who sees 
the need to help and thinks of our agency.

INCREDIBLE DONOR HAS SEEN THE RESULTS
Donors like Claire Stames help our 
mental health services reach our 
community, ensure that our employees 
have the needed resources, and guarantees 
that we can offer our helping hand to 
children and their families who could not, 

otherwise, afford these life-enhancing 
needs.

Claire retired after 39 years as a school 
teacher, she has experienced firsthand the 
work that Sierra Vista has done with the 

children she taught and has shared her 
gratitude by donating annually. Thank 
you, Claire, for your “ Commitment to 
Caring.”
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Home Based Services (HBS) is a six-
month, intensive, outpatient mental health 
program that is designed for children 
3 to 21 years of age, who are at risk of 
out-of-home placement, psychiatric 
hospitalization, or whose needs exceed 
services offered through less intensive 
programs. In the Home Based Services 
program, two clinicians are assigned to 
every case. One clinician works directly 
with the parents/ caregivers and one 
clinician works directly with the child. 
Both clinicians work together with the 
family. Due to the intense nature of this 
program, there are multiple sessions per 
week. Home Based Services utilizes a 

strength-based family-focused treatment 
model. The part that separates HBS from 
regular outpatient services is that all 
services are provided in the home. From 
assessment to graduation, the miracles 
happen where the children live. 
 
Home Based Services is an adjunctive 

service. A child must be open to another 
mental health program in order to receive 
these services. As such, the only outreach 
HBS does is to go to other providers to 
inform them of our services and to help 
them recognize when the child might 
need more intensive services. 

YOU'RE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Recognizing the difference each of us can make

PROGRAM AT-A-GLANCE
Home Based Services
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“The very things that held you down are 
gonna carry you up and up and up” – 
Timothy Q Mouse from Dumbo.

This was the message for the night at our 
19th Annual Hearts for Children event 
this year.  The Dumbo theme represented 
and brought awareness to Sierra Vista’s 
determination to create a brighter future 
for the children and families within our 
community whose world seems to be a 
little bit dimmer than the average child 
or family within our community and 

to provide that ray of light that they so 
desperately need.

An evening transformed into a circus 
with the décor that took place on 
Saturday, September 28, 2019, at the 
Larsa Banquet Hall in Denair.  As 
guests arrived they were led into a scene 
straight from Dumbo with a big top tent 
experience and exotic animals. Circus 
carts and market tables were filled with 
all sorts of auction items to choose from.

Each year Sierra Vista raises funds 
through Because We Care at the Hearts 
for Children event. Every dollar raised 
through Because We Care, supports the 
dreams of the children within our local 
community and allows us to meet the 
needs of all families needing our services.  
The evening was highlighted by a very 
inspiring guest speaker and former 
Sierra Vista foster child, Victoria Souza-
Cuevas,  who spoke on the life-changing 
impact that Sierra Vista has had on her. 
Victoria entered foster care when she 

was 9 years old. She has been living with 
her foster family for the past 7 years. 
While she has been with her foster 
family she has had the opportunity to 
go on vacations and participate in family 
traditions and extracurricular activities. 
Victoria has matured into a wonderful 
young woman who has graduated with 
honors and lettered in numerous sports 
in high school. She has gone on to 
become more and more independent as 
she is now attending CSU Stanislaus 
and looking forward to the next steps 

19TH ANNUAL HEARTS FOR CHILDREN
Supporting children & families as Dumbo  comes alive!
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in life. She will always have a place in 
Sierra Vista’s heart!

Joan Bowen Cardoza was honored with 
the Spirit of Caring Award – an annual 
award recognizing an organization or 
individual(s) who have demonstrated 
personal integrity, kindness, and 
above-and-beyond commitment to the 
community that we live in.  Joan has 
been an amazing example of  Sierra 
Vista’s vision "A Commitment to 
Caring."  For the past 11 years, Joan 
has been collecting pajamas for children 
receiving Sierra Vista's services with her 
Joan's Jammie Time pajama drive. So 
far in the 11 years, Joan has collected 
over 12,000 pairs of pajamas, and last 
year alone she collected more than 1,200 
pairs.

Sierra Vista is proud to bring together 
community members who support us in 
our efforts to help strengthen the lives 
of children and families.  The support 
from donors and community members is 
crucial in order to sustain Sierra Vista’s 
network of resources that are vital to the 
happiness, health, and prosperity of this 
community.

A special thank you to our presenting 
sponsor Col. John & June Rogers and 
all of our wonderful sponsors and 
guests.  These great feats that we are 
accomplishing would not be possible 
without your continued commitment to 
caring.

SPONSORS

Providing Hope Sponsors
Blue Diamond Growers
G3 Enterprises
Sutter Health Valley Children’s Healthcare

Table Sponsors
BAC Community Bank
Bowen Cardoza
Dick Cunningham & Bertie Areias
Golden Gate Nut Company/
California Nuggets
Grimbleby Coleman CPAs
Patrick and Lori Dodd
Ramsbacher Prokey Leonard
Sandi Young, Sierra Vista Board Member
The Mayol Family & Team PSC
Westamerica Bank
Winton-Ireland, Strom & Green
Withrow Koftinow & Baggett, LLP

Caring Heart Sponsors
County of San Joaquin
Hughson Nut Company
Reed and Roxanna Smith
Rodarakis & Sousa
Sierra West Airlines
Turlock Sunrise Rotary Foundation
Wardens Office Products
Yosemite Farm Credit

Transforming Lives Sponsors
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Genske, Mulder & Co., LLP

Building Futures Sponsor
Col. & Mrs. John & June Rogers
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We would like to thank all of those 
who contributed to all of our End-of-
Year projects last year. Once again, the 
great people of this community came 
together to help children and families 
have a brighter and warmer holiday 
season. Whether you purchased a pair 
of jammies, sponsored one of our events, 
adopted a family, bought a gift for a child 
or volunteered your time, YOU MADE 
A DIFFERENCE! We are truly grateful 
for your kindness and support and wish 
you a healthy, happy, and prosperous new 
year in the year ahead!

If you are feeling the cheer this year, 
here are some ways to get involved this 
upcoming holiday season!

GIKA’S FAMILY DINNER
Volunteer your time! For over 20 years 

the Gika’s Family has been bringing 
families together in support of our local 
community. Over 150 children will 
get presents from Santa and a holiday 
feast will be served to them and their 
families. Dozens of volunteers will be 
busy in the kitchen – starting early in 
the morning and continuing throughout 
the day – preparing the Thanksgiving 
dinner. Volunteers are always needed 
to help serve all of the children and 

families during the event. This is a great 
opportunity for students who are looking 
for volunteer hours, and to witness first-
hand how one can make a difference in 
someone else’s life.

JOAN’S JAMMIE TIME 
Donate new jammies! We are already 
collecting jammies for our 12th Annual 
Joan's Jammie Time pajama drive.

This year let’s show the children within 
our community the true spirit of the 
holidays by providing them with what 
they need the most during this time of 
year – hope, love, and warmth through 
jammies!

We are collecting new pajamas for 
newborn thru teenage sizes. You can 
pajamas at these locations:

WARMING HEARTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Get involved this Holiday Season!

Warming
Hearts
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Sierra Vista Child & Family Services
100 Poplar Avenue
Modesto, CA 95354

The Paper Habit
1700 McHenry Avenue
Suite 54, Modesto, CA 95350

The Butler’s Pantry
1730 Main Street
Escalon, CA 95320

ADOPT – A – FAMILY
It’s time for us to prepare for one of the 
most satisfying programs we provide – 
Adopt-A-Family.  Last year was amazing! 
Because of your outpouring of goodwill 
and cash donations, we were able to make 
Christmas possible for over 50 families 
within our care and services. Our families 
and staff were appreciative of the empathy 
and generosity from those who donated. 
The compassion from everybody who 
adopted a family made last year a holiday 
season that will never be forgotten for our 
clients. We thank every one of you who 
help take on this rewarding program.

IN-KIND WISH LISTS
Changing the lives of children AND 
families isn’t something we can do 
alone – our ability to care for others is 
largely attributed to the individuals and 
organizations that generously support us. 
We could not continue to meet the needs 
of the numerous children and families 
who we serve each year without the 
monetary and in-kind donations that we 
are fortunate enough to receive.

Here are several other ways you can help 
Sierra Vista Child & Family Services 
this holiday season through in-kind 
donations:

Hands, Hearts & Feet
Each fall children and families served 
by the agency are in need of coats, hats, 
gloves, and boots to keep them warm and 
dry during the winter months.

Secure Sleep
Many children need items that help 
them feel warm, snug and safe at 
night.  Donations of blankets, sheets, 
pillows, and quilts will help supply these 
fundamental needs. 

Duffel Bags
Children who have been removed from 
their homes often arrive with all their 
belongings in black plastic garbage bags.  
Help provide a duffel bag for children to 
transport their belongings. 

Gift Cards for Families
Food and basic needs; supplies from local 
stores.

Youth Activities
Sports equipment for youth activities and 
local outings (balls, helmets, knee pads, 
tennis racquets, etc.)  

Music, Arts & Sports
When Foster Care parents provide a 
home for children many times there 
isn’t the extra money in their budget to 
provide for musical instruments, sports 
equipment, or lessons for a budding artist.

The Gift of Reading
New books or used books in good 
condition for our resource centers and 
non-public school libraries.

For more information or to get involved 
in our End-of-Year holiday programs, 
please contact Sierra Vista at (209) 523-
4573 or marketing@sierravistacares.org.
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SAVE THE DATE

Keynote Speaker, Mentor Panel, Networking
Our Regional Mentoring Summit is an opportunity 
to explore the impact mentoring has on youth and 
communities. Join the movement and bring the 
power of mentoring to a child’s life.

Keynote Speaker
Dr. Jim Kooler was responsible 
for directing the creation of the California 
Mentoring Partnership and the Governor’s 

Mentoring Partnership. He is a champion for quality 
evidence based strategies for prevention and the 
elements of effective practice for mentoring programs.

Martin G. Petersen Event Center
Modesto, CA 95354

Friday, January 24, 2020  |
7:30 to 9:30 am

The Power 
of Mentoring

Presented by

Sponsored by  |

SIERRA VISTA
CHILD & FAMILY SERVICES


